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Like coming out of a painful nightmare, suddenly our society has realized how important dads are. Our society needs men who are not only generous at conception but generous in their fathering of their offspring! Today's world desperately needs not just 'baby makers' but creative dads who hang in there with their kids.

I love the story of the dad who planned a weekend away with each of his boys after their 12th Birthday. The plan was to create a sort of a `men's weekend` away when they could talk about growing up, relationships with the opposite sex and generally enjoy a sort of ‘initiation into manhood’ together. As they were planning this week, the subject of sex came up in the family, and the youngest boy (only seven) piped up and said, "Yuk, I don't want to talk about that stuff …Dad will tell me about that on our weekend!" There is no doubt that in this home, Dad the coach was very much alive and his young son knew he could trust Dad to tell him what he needed to know for negotiating life at the right time. 

Here are some tips that may make a difference in your role as dad to your children

'Seven hot tips for creative dads.' 

( Love Your Wife: Your committed love will give your wife and children tremendous security to face life. I've often been asked, "What is the best thing parents can do for their children?" My answer is simple, but powerful: 

Love Your Spouse! 
( NB If you are no longer with the mother of your children, it is important to model respect for her.)

Sure, if dad hugs mum in front of his teenagers they will give the fingers down the throat action, and say, "Oh! Dad!" and add….. "Dad! Get a life!". That is a natural response for teenagers. But deep in their hearts they'll be saying, "Isn't it great Dad is still in love with Mum…. good night! He'd be a hopeless lover, but at least he's trying!" 

Keeping the atmosphere sweet at home will probably be the best thing we do as a Dad, even if we get other things wrong. Successful family life is all about atmosphere. Kids won't so much remember how you brought them up, but they certainly will remember the 'atmosphere'in which you brought them up!

( Plan Quarterly Family Trips. A weekend together, every so often can help preserve family closeness.

( Take Time around mealtime to talk, laugh and ask your kids questions. 

( Make a Date with each of your kids, to spend time alone with them every six months. 

( Take a Camera with you everywhere you go as a family. When neat things happen, take photos to mark the events. 

( Write Your Kids a letter from work, telling them how much you love them and seven things you like most about them. 

( Develop a Photographic History of Their Life in which all the significant (and not so significant) pictures of them are recorded. The great power of such a document is that a child can say, "Someone cared and loved me enough to record my life story!"

Dad, don't underestimate your importance to your family! Families desperately need fathers who operate by the three F's - fair, firm and friendly.


